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Asst. News Editor 
This past fall, the University 
of San Diego concluded "Leading 
Change," the most successful 
fundraising campaign in its history, 
promising to dedicate over $35 
million of the proceeds to the 
creation of 233 new scholarship 
funds. In what is perhaps the first 
clear evidence of this proposed 
expansion, President James Harris 
announced in January that the 
existing Torero Promise Program 
will now meet 100 percent of the 
financial need of the local San 
Diego applicants it serves. 
The program, which was 
announced in a press conference 
featuring San Diego's Bishop Robert 
McElroy and President Harris in 
February of 2017, provides a special 
admissions track for high-achieving 
students from a collection of 
Catholic diocese high schools in the 
San Diego region. In addition to the 
unique financial aid guarantee, this 
See Promise, Page 2 
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Happy Valentine's Day, Toreros! 






The walls in the quaint 
venue filled with the crowd's 
all-consuming enthusiasm 
and eagerness as M0's Forever 
Neverland Tour kicked off. On 
Tuesday, Feb. 5, the Danish singer, 
songwriter, and record producer 
Karen Marie Aagaard 0rsted 
Andersen, better known as M0, 
astonished the San Diego crowd. 
Electrified by her performance, the 
audience belted the lyrics to her 
top hits, including "Nights With 
You," "Kamikaze," "Don't Leave," and 
many others as she danced her way 
around The Observatory stage and 
into the crowd. 
M0's exquisite voice coupled 
with her incessant energy 
intoxicated her fans, leaving an 
everlasting and awe-inspiring gaze 
in their eyes as they swayed to the 
beat of the music. Her delicate, yet 
powerful vocals along with her 
astounding range commanded the 
See M0,Page 9 
Struggles continue for USD women's basketball 
With just seven available players, injury-stricken Toreros can't keep up with Saint Mary's 
Anderson Haigler 
Sports Editor 
This certainly isn't the way the 
University of San Diego women's 
basketball team envisioned their 
2018-2019 season playing out. The 
same Torero team that reached 
the championship game of the 
West Coast Conference (WCC) 
Tournament last season has lost 
their last 11 consecutive games, 
with an overall record of 8-16 and 
a conference record of just 1-12 — 
good for last place in the WCC. This 
sudden drop-off in performance, 
however, has not been without 
explanation. Early in the year, the 
Toreros lost junior center Kat Olczak, 
sophomore forward Kendall Bird, 
and first-year forward Nicole Blakes 
to knee injuries. Then, near the 
midpoint of the season, sophomore 
guard Myah Pace, junior guard Ana 
Ramos, and first-year guard Karla 
Martinez suffered injuries as well. 
What remains is a short-handed 
roster that hardly resembles what 
the Toreros brought to the table at 
the beginning of a season in which 
they were picked to finish fifth in the 
WCC preseason poll, and a lack of 
depth on their available roster that 
has had a marked effect on their 
win-loss record. 
Last Saturday, USD and their 
injury-riddled roster took on the 
Saint Mary's College Gaels in an 
afternoon WCC matchup at the 
Junior guard Madison Pollock drives to the basket versus the Gaels. Pollock scored nine points in the game. 
Anderson Haigler/The USD Vista 
Jenny Craig Pavilion. It would not 
be a matchup in which the Toreros 
would fare well. Playing their 
second game in three days, USD 
simply couldn't keep up with their 
competition, and suffered an 80-49 
defeat at the hands of the third-
place Gaels. 
"We're extremely depleted," USD 
women's basketball head coach 
Cindy Fisher said. "We only have 
seven scholarship kids available 
to play, and we're playing against 
one of the best teams in the 
conference, if not the best team in 
the conference." 
Saint Mary's was in control 
from the game's earliest stages. In 
a contest that the Toreros never 
led, the Gael's jumped out to a 16-2 
advantage after just five minutes of 
play. USD struggled to slow down 
Saint Mary's offense, allowing them 
to frequently drive to the basket 
with ease. Headlined by forward 
Jasmine Forcadilla, who scored a 
game-high 19 points, the Gaels 
cruised through the first quarter, 
making 10 of their first 12 shots 
from the field as part of a 12-0 run. 
As the game progressed, so 
did Saint Mary's lead. USD had 
their chances to score, but poor 
shot selection and turnovers only 
exacerbated their woes both on 
offense and defense. After turning 
the ball over 14 times and making 
just seven of 28 field goal attempts, 
the Toreros found themselves in a 
44-17 hole at the half. 
"We really struggled scoring the 
basketball," Fisher said. "We had a lot 
of opportunities with easy buckets 
that we missed layups, and again, 
that goes back to fatigue." 
After the intermission, the 
Toreros seemed to reel the Gaels in a 
bit, scoring 32 points to Saint Mary's 
36. USD's late surge, however, which 
was propelled by a team-high 10 
points from first-year guard Aminata 
Dosso and nine points from junior 
guard Madison Pollock, proved to 
be too little, too late. With just seven 
total available players, USD's tepid 
comeback effort was hampered by 
their lack of depth, and the effects 
of 180 minutes of basketball in one 
weekend began to show. Perhaps 
more importantly, the expansive 
lead the Toreros had allowed the 
Gaels to build was too great to 
overcome, and the Gaels managed 
to deal USD their 11th consecutive 
loss by a score of 80-49. 
Fisher spoke about her injury-
stricken team's performance after 
the game, emphasizing the effect of 
her team's reduced bench. 
"It's tough to play a Thursday-
Saturday when you have seven 
players really capable of playing in a 
game," Fisher said. "I thought we ran 
See Basketball, Page 11 
Editorial: The 
partisan problem 
See Opinion, page 3 
Alcala Bazaar 
sent indoors 
See Feature, page 5 
Humor: A eulogy 
for my hairline 
See A&C, page 8 
Poet Troupe 
tells his story 
See A&C, page 10 
Softball ope 
2019 seaso 
See Sports, page I 
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USD expands its Torero Promise 
The Torero Promise Program extends admission and financial aid privileges to eight Catholic high schools 
Promise from Page 1 
most recent expansion also extends 
the admissions and financial aid 
privileges to students at three more 
high schools in Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties. 
"We launched the Torero 
Promise Program to provide a clear 
path to USD for students from the 
five high schools in the San Diego 
diocese," said President Harris in 
a statement last month. "We have 
been pleased with the growth 
thus far and firmly believe the 
addition of three new schools will 
significantly expand enrollment for 
more Catholic students who desire 
to pursue higher education in our 
dynamic Catholic environme'nt." 
First-year student and San 
Diego native Diana Arce was one 
of 17 applicants from the all-girls 
Academy of Our Lady of Peace in 
North Park to be accepted through 
the program last spring. She says 
her awareness of the program from 
early in the admissions process 
played a role in leading her to 
choose USD. 
"USD was always at the top 
of my list, but when our college 
counselors told us about the 
program, that definitely solidified it," 
Arce said. "I like that it acknowledges 
a very specific group of students 
in the local communities. We feel 
recognized because of it." 
This sort of solidarity with 
local high schools such as Arce's 
is consistent with the university's 
larger-stated goal of bolstering 
USD's ability to function as an 
"anchor" institution for the greater 
San Diego community. As part of its 
strategic plan for the future, often 
promoted as "Envisioning 2024," 
USD aims to emerge as the leading 
faith-based anchor institution in 
the United States within the next 
Founder's Chapel is at the heart of USD's Catholic identity. This is especially important to students like Diana Arce who are looking to 
several years. 
The program was also conceived 
as a way to further connect the 
university to the diocese in which it 
belongs. 
Inhis2017addresstoadmissions 
counselors and faculty members 
from the then-five local institutions, 
Bishop McElroy remarked on the 
program's ability to encourage and 
affirm local diocesan high school 
students in their efforts. 
"Many of our young people 
desperately want to come to USD, 
and this program sends them a 
message that says that we support 
their excellence in all that they 
are doing," McElroy said. "This 
symbolizes the linkage - the bond 
of love and affection, of faith and 
fidelity-between this university and 
the Diocese of San Diego." 
For Arce, who attends Sunday 
masses and is part of University 
Ministry's (UM) scholar program, 
the transition from faith-based 
involvement at her high school to 
UM has been somewhat seamless. 
"The director of campus ministry 
at my high school was a USD 
graduate and she was very involved 
with UM during her time here, so it 
was cool to know about UM before 
I got here," Arce said. "Going on the 
First Year Retreat and the weekly 
UM small groups was a great way to 
solidify my involvement." 
The ministry connections 
between Arce's high school and 
USD were one aspect of similarity 
which made her transition more 
comfortable, but certainly not the 
only one. As a local Catholic high 
school located only a few miles 
away from Alcala Park, students 
from the Academy of Our Lady of 




The Torero Promise Program includes eight Catholic High Schools within the San Diego region. 
Photo courtesy of Undergraduate Admissions 
Peace are often invited to attend 
events on the university's campus. 
"Since both USD and my school 
have a focus on social justice, we had 
a few times when we would come 
to the IPJ to hear from speakers and 
learn about the peace initiatives 
and things like that," Arce said. "The 
campus itself wasn't foreign at all for 
us." 
Vivian Mateos Zuniga, a first-
year student admitted through 
the program and a high school 
classmate of Arce's from the girl's 
academy, also says the USD campus 
was familiar well before she became 
a student. 
"Our school dances were here 
and I remember coming to events 
and really liking the campus," 
Zuniga said. "Growing up I always 
thought I would want to leave San 
Diego for college, but all my visits in 
high school drew me to the campus. 
Finding out about the program 
just made it more of an exciting 
possibility. Very quickly I knew this 
was home." 
Looking backon her impressions 
of USD as a presence in her life 
before she began as a student last 
fall, Mateos Zuniga has found that 
her affinity for the campus has only 
intensified. 
"It was nice to be somewhat 
involved with this community 
before," Mateos Zuniga said. "It's 
totally different to live it out and 
see the friendliness and community 
aspect in person. I liked USD then 
but now I love it." 
For both Mateos Zuniga and 
Arce, the Torero Promise Program 
connect with their faith. 
Photo courtesy of USD Media Gallery 
was USD's way of recognizing their 
past achievements while furthering 
the ties with their local Catholic 
community. Going forward, the 
program will be able to offer more 
money for incoming students from 
the eight San Diego high schools. 
Assistant VP of Admissions 
Stephen Pultz played a leading role 
in crafting the original program, 
which was first used in processing 
applications in the spring of 2017 
for the incoming Class of 2021. Pultz 
says that admissions will now be 
able to use the program to extend 
unique financial aid guarantees to 
eligible students in the incoming 
Class of 2023. 
"In the past, we did our best, 
but there was not this guarantee," 
Pultz said. "Now, in large part due 
to the success of last year's "Leading 
Change" fundraising campaign, we 
can extend full aid to students at 
these schools whose need cannot 
be met through other means 
available. This is a way that we in 
enrollment can live up to our goal of 
being a true anchor institution." 
While only available to students 
from the group of eight Catholic 
schools in the greater San Diego 
region, the Torero Promise Program 
demonstrates the university's 
efforts toward greater inclusiveness 
and a desire to maintain stronger 
roots with the local communities 
that helped to build it. 
These recent fundraising 
successes could possibly signal the 
coming of more enrollment and 
financial aid programs outside of 
the diocesan context in the future. 
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EDITORIAL 
The dangers of partisan ignorance 
Increasing partisan divide threatens Americans and democracy 
Eric Boose 
Opinion Editor 
I would be surprised if you 
know who Matt Gaetz is. I would 
not be surprised if you know 
. what Matt Gaetz did. Matt Gaetz 
is a Congressman. Matt Gaetz is 
a Congressman from Florida, the 
state which birthed the "March For 
Our Lives" movement. 
The movement was founded by 
students from Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Fl. after 17 of their classmates were 
killed in a shooting one year ago 
today. The movement's relentless 
campaigning, both on social 
media and in person, helped lead 
to the first Congressional hearing 
on gun violence in eight years last 
week. 
That brings us back to 
Gaetz. Gaetz was one of the 
Congressmen at the hearing on 
House Resolution 8 (H.R. 8), which 
proposes universal background 
checks for anyone wanting to 
purchase a firearm. In his time 
speaking, Gaetz claimed that H.R. 
8 would not prevent gun violence, 
but implied that a wall on the U.S.­
Mexico border would. Gaetz cited 
multiple examples of homicides 
committed by undocumented 
immigrants in his argument and 
argued that a border wall would 
have prevented them from being 
in the country, and therefore 
prevented them from committing 
any crime. 
"The greatest driver of 
violence in the circumstances 
that I indicated was pot the 
firearm," Gaetz said. "It was the 
fact that we have an immigration 
system that allows people to 
come here violently. H.R. 8 would 
not have stopped many of the 
circumstances I raised. But a wall, 
a barrier on the southern border, 
may have." 
In fact, studies published by 
the Cato Institute and the journal 
Criminology show undocumented 
immigrants do not commit more 
crime, but that is beside the 
point. What Gaetz did, hijacking 
a hearing on gun violence to 
campaign for a border wall, 
illustrates how dangerous partisan 
ignorance can be. Gaetz passed 
up an opportunity to discuss and 
debate a proposed solution for an 
issue that claims 30,000 American 
lives per year in favor of stumping 
for the President's policy goals. 
In a political climate as 
polarized as the current one, 
choosing to seriously and civilly 
discuss and debate issues with 
people of a different opinion is 
an obligation to the future of our 
democracy, especially for elected 
representatives, and especially for 
those serving at the highest level 
of government. Gaetz's decision 
was not only blatantly partisan 
but also incredibly unprofessional. 
However, as much as what he did 
was wrong, Matt Gaetz is not the 
problem here. The problem is far 
greater, and it infects the halls 
of American government at all 
levels. Partisanship grinds the 
lawmaking process to a halt as 
lawmakers ignore the difficult and 
complex conversations necessary 
for solving the nation's toughest 
problems. 
The danger of partisanship is 
not unknown. In his 1796"Farewell 
Address", George Washington 
warned against the dangers of 
political factions. 
"However (political parties) 
may now and then answer popular 
ends, they are likely in the course 
of time and things, to become 
potent engines," Washington said. 
"By which cunning, ambitious, and 
unprincipled men will be enabled 
to subvert the power of the people 
and to usurp for themselves the 
reins of government, destroying 
afterwards the very engines 
which have lifted them to unjust 
dominion." 
While partisanship has not yet 
destroyed American democracy, 
it has ground it to a screeching 
halt on multiple occasions. The 
fear of compromise driven by 
the increasing partisan divide 
in this country resulted in the 
longest government shutdown in 
American history, leaving around 
380,000 government employees 
without a paycheck for 35 days. 
The threat of the growing 
partisan divide is greater than 
leaving federal workers without 
pay; partisanship threatens the 
very principles of American 
democracy. In the past two 
elections, state legislatures in 
North Carolina, Wisconsin, and 
Michigan made blatantly partisan 
one of the essential principles 
of democracy, that the power of 
the government comes from the 
people and that the people are 
free to change the government 
when they see necessary. 
As the citizens of a 
democracy, we cannot tolerate 
the proliferation of the partisan 
rhetoric that has begun to 
undermine that democracy. 
Campaigning has already begun 
for the 2020 election, and the 
issue of partisanship must 
"In a political climate as polarized as the current 
one, choosing to seriously and civilly discuss and 
debate issues with people of a different opinion is an 
obligation to the future of our democracy, especially 
for elected representatives, and especially for those 
serving at the highest level of government." 
attempts to undermine the 
power of each state's respective 
governor-elect. In each state, the 
governor's seat changed party 
hands - in 2016 in North Carolina 
and 2018 in Wisconsin and 
Michigan. Before the governor-
elect was sworn in, the outgoing 
state legislatures convened "lame-
duck" sessions in which they 
passed legislation to limit the 
power of the governor. There is no 
possible name for this other than 
a partisan power grab that defies 
be addressed, not only at the 
presidential level, but all the 
way down the ballot - from 
statehouses to city councils. Our 
generation must pay extra careful 
attention to this, as we will be left 
to deal with the consequences of 
today's government long after 
they are gone/There are too many 
issues that we cannot afford to 
have brushed aside by partisan 
ignorance. There are issues which 
we cannot wait through shutdown 
after shutdown to solve. 
Climate change controversy 
Polar vortex does nothing to shift Trump's dangerous stance on climate change 
Ali Ulin 
Asst. Opinion Editor 
While President Donald 
Trump has publicly denounced 
global warming and any science 
to support it, the Midwest and 
Northeast regions of the United 
States experienced record-low 
temperatures this winter induced 
by the polar vortex sweeping 
across the nation. There has been 
a death toll of 21 people and 
recorded temperatures of colder 
than minus 50°F in North Dakota 
and Minnesota and minus 55°F in 
Illinois, all temperatures colder 
than at the North and South Poles. 
However, reports of the coming 
week show these areas getting 
temperatures around 50°F, a 
100°F temperature swing. Despite 
this, the Trump Administration 
continues to refuse the veracity of 
global warming or legitimacy of 
the research and scientific proof of 
its effects on this planet. » 
After stepping out of the 
Paris Agreement in June of 2017, 
Trump has rolled back the Clean 
Power Plan put in place by the 
Obama administration and cut 
funding to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). With a 
strong support base and funding 
pool in coal miners and fossil fuel 
mongols. Trump has deliberately 
gone out of his way to undermine 
green policy and promote the 
fossil fuel industry. While formally, 
no country is allowed to withdraw 
from the Paris Agreement until 
2020, the United States has 
pulled back on all major efforts 
to reduce the country's carbon 
footprint. Now more than ever, if 
world leaders and major pollution 
contributors do not emphasize 
environmental protection, the 
world will spiral quickly into 
extreme living conditions that 
will induce unlivable conditions, 
drops in the economy, and harsher 
effects of overpopulation. 
The United Nations (UN) put 
out a report this year that warned 
of a 12-year limit to keep the 
earth's temperature from rising 
that 35°F which would quickly 
induce conditions of mass floods, 
extreme heat, mass drought, and 
poverty for millions of people. Even 
more terrifying is an August 2018 
environmental impact statement 
claiming at the current rate, the 
earth's temperature will rise 45°F 
in the next 81 years. With reports 
and extreme weather conditions 
like those that have come to light 
in the past year, it is absurd to 
think that a world power like the 
United States' only policy change 
to the EPA or environmental 
protection on a more broad level 
has not just be minimal, but 
actually counteractive. Even with 
reports from an agency under his 
own administration, President 
Trump continues to deny global 
warming's existence and seek a 
fan and donor base from fossil 
fuel companies, especially the coal 
mining industry. 
Regardless of political 
affiliation or opinion, there is 
scientific and economic research 
to prove the necessity for not 
just a healthy planet but also a 
healthy economy. What many 
Americans are quick to lose sight 
of or overlook is the necessity of a 
productive environment to create 
livable working conditions and to 
provide the materials necessary to 
stimulate the global economy. 
The University of San Diego does not share the views presented within the editorial and op-ed sections. 
The opinions expressed in this section reflect solely the opinion of the respective writer. 
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Emma Goodman-Fish 
Asst. Feature Editor 
On Tuesday, Feb. 5, over 200 
tables were arranged in tight rows 
in the University Center Forums, 
each with a different display and 
message. Voices filled the crowded 
room as each club shared what they 
have to offer. The threat of potential 
rain loomed outside. 
This was the scene at the 
Alcala Bazaar this past week at the 
University of San Diego. The Alcala 
Bazaar is held at the start of each 
semester and is an opportunity 
for clubs, organizations, and 
departments on campus to greet 
students and share involvement 
experiences and opportunities. 
Historically, the spring semester 
Alcala Bazaar is an indoor event, 
with last year's spring fair debuting 
indoors, especially during the 
rushes," sophomore Mariana Jones 
from the Acapella Club noted of the 
location change. Other students 
agreed that an indoor Alcala Bazaar 
made it difficult to talk to others and 
the chaos of it all was overwhelming. 
With the clubs positioned 
so closely together in the tight 
indoor venue, students found that 
communication between clubs 
and potential members became 
increasingly difficult due to rising 
noise levels. Another difficulty 
campus organizations faced was 
a new table configuration. Jones 
observed students trying to 
navigate the Bazaar. 
"Inside we are grouped 
alphabetically, which makes it 
hard because usually, when we are 
outside, we are grouped by club 
type," Jones said. "It's harder for 
'The Alcala Bazaar is how I found all of my clubs." 
-Amaia Robinson-Compton 
a Colachis Plaza Alcala Bazaar. 
However, after one short year, 
the Alcala Bazaar is back in the 
University Center Forums due to 
unforeseen weather conditions- a 
turn of events disgruntling club 
members and inquisitive students 
alike. 
"It feels so crowded and hot 
people to find what they want." 
Though the location this year 
may have hindered the execution 
of the Alcala Bazaar, club leaders 
remarked that the event is and 
consistently has been very beneficial 
to students. 
"The Alcala Bazaar is how I 
found all of my clubs," sophomore 
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Alcala Bazaar back indoors 
Student organizations and potential members alike adapt to return to UC Forums, facing new difficulties 
USD students navigate the crowded Alcala Bazaar, seeking connection and belonging. 
Amaia Robinson-Compton of the 
Medical Brigades Club said. "All the 
clubs together also gives a sense of 
community." 
The community and easy 
access to all the clubs in one place 
was something many students 
appreciated and made the Bazaar a 
valuable event for many of them. On 
a college campus,, it can be difficult 
to find activities to get involved in, 
especially when organizations meet 
at different times and in places all 
across campus. The Alcala Bazaar 
gives the opportunity to access 
everything at once, and students 
can simply put their name down to 
become more involved. 
Whether students end up 
following-up after the Bazaar, 
they still have had the chance to 
feel like they are getting involved. 
At the Bazaar, students can truly 
experience each organization or 
club without having to attend a 
single club meeting or social event. 
Sophomore Mark Bautista of 
the Filipino Ugnayan Student Union 
shared his experience at the Bazaar. 
"It's the only time clubs can all 
show who we are and what we do," 
Bautista said. 
However, he also noted the 
difficulties of this year's set-up and 
its impact on the purpose of the 
Bazaar. 
Photo courtesy of Kenny Eng 
"The Alcala Bazaar is a lot more 
crowded inside," Bautista remarked. 
"Everyone is so close together and it 
is so hard to navigate." 
The idea of searching hundreds 
of tables to find the perfect club 
for you may be an overwhelming 
prospect. However, the connection 
and sense of belonging that 
accompany finding one's home 
away from home can be an 
untradeable feeling. The Alcala 
Bazaar is a consistently successful 
event in matching students based 
on their passions and values and will 
continue to act as such for students 
in the USD community for years to 
come. 
BUS & TROLLEY PASS 
Unlimited rides all semester. Special student discount. 
$148 USD Undergraduate 
On sale until March 2 at the University Center Ticket Office. 
Price includes a $15 University subsidy. Current, valid college student picture ID required. 
sdmts.com/college 
T 
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Whether you're single, taken, or it's just plain complicated, the day of love 
is finally here. Maybe you've sworn off love or maybe you're in a healthy 
relationship, but either way, figuring out what to do on Valentine's Day 
can be stressful. Here are a few suggestions for things to do with your 
significant other, best friends, or on your own this February 14! 
(4//aT ysxt c/jont know \Za£e/itmeA Day. 
The Catholic Church has multiple Saint Valentines, so the celebration 
of love does not need to be limited to one single day. In fact, there is a 
female Saint Valentine (Valentina), who is celebrated on July 25. 
• Watch the sunset at Sunset Cliffs 
• Go on a hike atTorrey Pines 
• Take the ferry to Cornado 
• Have a picnic at Coronado Beach 
• Bake Valentine's Day treats 
• Have an at-home spa night 
• Go stargazing behind the KIPJ 
• Check out the museums at Balboa 
Park 
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u L T R A E H T E E W s J A S p Y O C S FEBRUARY 
s P J J B N Z B G I R 0 S E s i I W A Y CANDY 
E T S D 0 F T R E E R w M K I E Y D N V CHOCOLATE 
S R E W O L F 0 T N P Y J W H O H F D Y FLOWERS 
S A H K A C F A B V L E J X C M X 0 Y Y HUGS 
I E W V V A L E N T I N E Q s W z N P 0 KISSES 
K H J V M 0 J B F Z X M R 0 M A N C E L ROSES 
R N A T C Y P P H L u K Y F 0 S I P L R SWEETHEART 
A Y K O s B V H U X B E D Q M u M C A L ROMANCE 
X P H E X M C J G Y L Q P H Z K H Q E D VALENTINE 
0 C C N p U M L S I Y Q Y R A U R B E F LOVE 
MovteA, to u/aficA. OtAtead ofr going, out 
Valentine's Day • How to Be Single 
To All the Boys I've Loved Before • Love, Simon 
How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days • Dear John 
The Fault in Our Stars • The Notebook 
Crazy, Stupid Love • The Vow 
SongA, you, afoe t/tuty. SotigA, t̂ you, a/to Aingto and 
nuzdty. deopty in tove /toady to nt/ng£e 
1. Thinking Out Loud 
Ed Sheeran 
'JhsnkUM' 
- i  
1. thank u, next r " J*' 
Ariana Grande 






© 2. Can't Help Falling In Love Elvis Presley 3:02 i 1 o 2. Not A Love Song 3:12 
o 3. If 1 Ain't Got You Alicia Keys 3:48 o 3. Te Bote- Remix Nio Garcia, Casper Magico, Bad Bunny, Darell, Ozuna, Nicky Jam 6:58 
© 4. Gravity John Mayer 4:05 o 4. break up with your girlfriend, i'm bored Ariana Grande 3:10 
© 5. I'm Yours Jason Mraz 4:02 o 5. Shout Out to My Ex Little Mix 4:06 
© 6. Million Reasons Lady Gaga 3:25 o 6. Better Now Post Malone 3:51 
© 7. Can You Feel The Love Tonight Elton John 4:01 o 7. Soy Peor Bad Bunny 4:17 
© 8, Gorgeous Taylor Swift 3:29 o 8. Forget You CeeLo Green 3:43 
o 9. Perfect Ed Sheeran 4:23 o 9. Single Ladies Beyonce; 3:13 
© 10. Nervous Shawn Mendes 2:44 o 10. rOOTIMETOOTIMETOOTIME The 1975 3:28 
Spread and Content by Monica Millan/The USD Vista 
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A eulogy for my receding hairline 
A humorous account 
Noah Staninger 
Humor Columnist 
It is with deep regret and a 
heavy heart that I scroll through 
these pictures of ourtime together, 
for I know that we will never share 
moments like them again. We've 
been with one another for as 
long as I can remember, but now 
that we are nearing the end, it all 
seems so short. I guess you never 
appreciate what you have until it's 
already passed you by. 
Sure, we still have some time 
together before it can no longer 
be ignored, but it will all be over 
far too soon. You've already left a 
curve in my temples, and the top 
of my head is becoming noticeably 
thinner with each passing day. 
What does my future hold without 
you? A widow's peak would be the 
best case scenario, but I doubt 
I should be so lucky. God forbid 
I resort to an comb over. Either 
way, I fear my questions will be 
answered sooner than either one 
of us expects. 
I want to apologize for all the 
times I abused our relationship. 
The botched line-up jobs. The 
2007 bowl cut. That time in middle 
school when I got my head shaved 
and looked like a thumb. Were we 
ever so young? I wish there was 
HAT TRICKS - TO* THF FOUiCirj CPA HFtfGeoff/ 
coz/toe 
•sTvoewr 
]  t / s b  \  \  
i/fi/efliPloyef 
J i / S P \  \  
BPO. 
-
something I could do to make it up 
to you - Bosley maybe? Rogaine? 
But we both know it wouldn't be 
the same, and we both wish for 
your end to be a graceful one. 
It is important not to dwell 
in depression but to reflect on 
the good times we had together: 
parties, proms, graduations. You 
were always there for me when 
l really needed you. But this only 
makes me think of what you'll 
miss in the future. Will you still be 
around when I meet the love of 
my life, or will her fingers caress 
a bald head. Will you attend my 
wedding? What about the birth 
of my children? Will their infant 
hands ever get to pull on what's 
left of you? I ask these questions 
knowing that we only have a year 
or two at best but it helps to be 
hopeful in times like these. 
Regardless of my own feelings. 
it is important that I respect your 
final wishes. Should I grow you 
out as long as I can so that your 
final moments can be ones of 
triumph? Or perhaps I should 
shave you entirely, and let you die 
with dignity and subtlety? With 
each fallen follicle I am left with 
fewer options. I could start waxing 
my scalp and get it all shiny and 
smooth. Do you think I could pull 
that off? 
I will never forget all we have 
been through, and all you have 
done for me. I wish we could have 
at least another decade together, 
but I'm beginning to learn that 
time is never so generous. I am still 
young, only a senior in college, so 
it's hard to imagine that we must 
already part ways. Perhaps we will 
meet again in another life time, 
but please, for the love of God 
don't reappear on my back. 
DIFFEREN 
EARN YOUR 12-MONTH MBA AT 
POINT LOMA NAZARENE UNIVERSI 
• Values-driven curriculum 
• Professional mentorship network 
• Hands-on classroom experience 
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M0's Forever Neverland Tour 
Artist M0 pursues her "California Dream" at The Observatory in North Park 
M0 performs "Kamikaze" at The Observatory for an energetic crowd in San Diego, Calif. 
M0 from Page 1 
attention of the room. Even 
the security guards couldn't help 
but to move to M0's upbeat sound. 
The electronic pop artist's 
album "Forever Neverland" explores 
M0's lifelong dream of living in Cali­
fornia. That being said, the crowd 
was undoubtedly invigorated by 
her passionate voice as she infused 
the room with her aspirations. The 
fantasy of living in Hollywood and 
the city's obsession with fame and 
youth further reflects her euphoric 
lyrics which strive to harmonize 
the city's charm, along with its un­
deniable superficiality. M0's many 
performances, often away from 
the stage and in the heart of the 
crowd, complement her venture to 
The Golden State, as well as her im­
mediate connection with her fans. 
The artist doesn't just put on 
a performance, she pours out her 
heart and soul. Her compassion and 
appreciation toward her band lit up 
the room as she sang "Happy Birth­
day" to her guitarist, despite the 
fact that he "hates attention." M0's 
break from her set list to acknowl­
edge her guitarist was genuine, and 
mirrored the rest of her concert. 
M0's intentions were explicit 
as she affirmed her commitment to 
being at one with everyone in the 
audience. Correspondingly, she was 
extremely enthusiastic in her im­
mense gratitude for her supporters. 
"I think it's so amazing that I 
could come from the other side of 
the planet to a place where I hardly 
know anybody and yet feel like 
I know you all already," M0 said. 
"I think it's really awesome that 
"When she sang and danced in the crowd, there were 
no security guards with her. That made her come off as 
a normal person." 
- Sabrina Alterman 
hearted energy in the whole room." hits titled "Final Song" to properly 
It came as no surprise finish off the night. The crowd went 
that M0 left with one of her top wild, waving their hands back and 
Danielle Agnello/The USD Vista 
forth, and singing along with the 
artist to the final song. Although 
the crowd hoped that M0 would 
continue to perform, they showed 
their admiration for all the talent 
she shared, as well as the everlast­
ing vivacity she brought to her For­
ever Neverland Tour in San Diego. 
"I think it's so amazing that I could come from the 
other side of the planet to a place where I hardly know 
anybody and yet feel like I know you all already" 
-M0 
Throughout the night, M0 
never failed to amaze the extensive 
audience gathered in The Observa­
tory. As she sung "Mercy," M0 chal­
lenged herself to play the keyboard, 
an instrument she has never played 
before. Her album "Forever Never­
land" is ultimately about stepping 
outside of her comfort zone and 
traveling across the world to move 
to California, a place that is com­
pletely foreign to her. Similarly, M0 
exhibits her remarkable ability to 
gracefully play the keyboard, as well 
as her capacity to perform while 
parading through the audience. 
Essentially, she manifested her bold 
character and palpable talent with 
the release of "Forever Neverland." 
you can actually feel a connec­
tion right now, here in this room." 
M0 made a constant effort to 
bridge the gap between the stage 
and all of her supporters gathered 
in general admission on the floor. 
Sophomore Sabrina Alter­
man attended M0's show and 
admired her performance. 
"I could tell M0 cared about her 
fans and wanted to show them that 
she loves and trusts them," Alter­
man said. "It was a personal touch 
that sets her apart from other artists 
that I've seen. When she sang and 
danced in the crowd, there were no 
security guards with her. That made 
her come off as a normal person. 
It raised the positivity and light-
M0 keeps the crowd wanting more as she sings "Final Song 
Danielle Agnello/The USD Vista 
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Poet Troupe inspires young writers 
Students enjoy an encouraging and informative night of poetry 
Angelina Dinsmore 
Asst. A&C Editor 
While standing in the front of 
USD's Warren Auditorium, poet 
Quincy Troupe told his audience 
that he never thought he would 
become a poet. Troupe kicked off 
Black History Month on Tuesday, 
Feb. 5 by sharing his story with 
about 50 students and faculty. 
Before beginning his writing 
career,Troupe left his hometown of 
St. Louis, Mo. to attend Grambling 
State University on a basketball 
scholarship. He believed he had 
the potential to go professional, 
had he not been injured. At the 
time, Troupe was devastated, but 
now says his injury was the best 
thing that could've happened 
to him. Had it not been for his 
injury, Troupe would have never 
discovered his passion for writing. 
Troupe laced his presentation 
with stories of inspirational people 
he'd met, readings of his work, and 
his humor.Troupe thought that, in 
order to be a poet, he had to be 
"heavy" and "deep." However, he 
was able to combine his passion 
for both writing and sports in 
his poem, "A Poem for Magic." 
Dedicated to the Los Angeles 
Lakers' basketball legend, Magic 
Johnson, the poem perfectly 
captured the spirit of basketball. 
Troupe read with such passion and 
energy, gracing the audience with 
a play-by-play experience of Magic 
Johnson's skills on the court. 
Troupe was mentored by 
American jazz musician, Miles 
Davis. He went on to write Davis' 
autobiography in 1989, and the 
book, "Miles and Me" in 2000. 
Troupe also contributed to the 
screenplay for the major motion 
picture, "Miles and Me," which 
will be released this year. Troupe 
cherished hisfriendship with Davis, 
and explained how he admired his 
ability to be constantly changing 
and creative. Davis showed 
Troupe how to hear everyday 
sounds as rhythm and music. 
Troupe told the audience that 
he is always trying to change 
and evolve. He wants to create 
American poetry forms and is 
particularly influenced by rap 
music. He believes rap illustrates 
the way people naturally put words 
together. When walking the streets 
of New York City, his hometown, 
Troupe likes to pay close attention 
to what people say, and how they 
say it. The English sonnet, for 
example, is too limiting to him. He 
quoted renowned author James 
Baldwin: "You write the sentence 
like you speak it." Troupe had the 
honor of conducting Baldwin's 
last interview before his death in 
1987. Baldwin taught Troupe to 
be fearless in his work as a writer. 
Troupe currently lives in 
Harlem, N.Y., where he spends 
4-6 hours writing in his silent 
study every day. He writes until 
he gets something together. He 
is currently working on a novel, 
"The Legacy of Charlie Footman," a 
memoir"The Accordion Years,"and 
an additional book of non-fiction 
prose. Troupe explained that he 
has been writing these for 20 years, 
and tries to avoid poetry until he's 
finished. In the best way, poetry 
overwhelms him, and he can get 
easily carried away by poetry, so 
currently, the writing of the longer 
works must take precedence. 
JuniorGabeCruz.whoattended 
Troupe's talk for his class, "Ways of 
Seeing: Black Eyes on the United 
States," commented on the talk. 
"I'm sure he was a great athlete, 
he is a great writer, and he could've 
made a great comedian," Cruz said. 
Cruz chose to attend the 
talk because his professor, 
Carlton Floyd, Ph.D., is a friend of 
Troupe's and promoted it to his 
students. The majority of Floyd's 
students went and were inspired 
by what Troupe had to say. 
"You can write 'till you're 
90," Troupe said as he gave 
advice to young writers. 
He advised writers to simply 
"write and get better at writing" in 
order to get their voice out there. 
Troupe closed with two poems 
from his book, "Seduction:" "What 
if Truth Can't Seduce" and "Double 
Rainbow." His ability to eloquently 
string words together sent his 
audience off with a true sense of 
appreciation for Troupe's poetry. 
Sophomore Jake Jaeger, who 
went for his Critical Reading 
class, commented on the event. 
"I really liked how fearless 
Troupe was to share his works with 
complete strangers," Jaeger said. 
Troupe's openness and 
witty humor made the event 
enjoyable for students and faculty 
alike. With Troupe's memorable 
talk, Black History Month at 
USD has successfully begun. 
A Double Rainbow 
for Stanley Cohen 
a double rainbow arches over copake, new york 
anchors its tails in green hills rolling across 
my shocked eyeballs, in front of a friend's stately 
house, 
white clouds sailed slowly through a blue sky laid 
out 
like a dinner tablecloth of the same color without 
food, 
dark flocks of cruising caw-cawing birds flew clean 
as razor blades slicing through my imagination 
releasing typescript with periods black as crows 
ending sentences, words stacked in lines-jagged, 
or straight-lanced across white pages, beckoning 
me, 
as geese with tiny arrowheads craning on necks 
strained as they flew through buffet waves of 
winds 
& eye was always renewed viewing this spectacle 
watching 
people's heads swiveling on necks like spinning 
tops 
but was confused watching flames torch dreams 
in a swirling inferno-a polysyllabic hurricane 
packed 
with rich hues-kaleidoscopic-& people cheered 
eye have always clued into bold whirling colors in 
By Quincy Troupe 
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LEFT: Injured players Karla Martinez, Kat Olczak, Nicole Blakes, and Kendall Bird cheer on their teammates during last Saturday's game. RIGHT: Junior forward Patricia Brossman dribbles past a Saint Mary's defender. 
Anderson Haigler/The USD Vista 
heads or weariness of their sizable Jenny Craig Pavilion to continue 
losing streak beyond the obvious WCC play versus Santa Clara on 
physical toll of having only seven Thursday, Feb. 28 at 6 p.m. 
"I think we had a lot of energy and a lot of heart 
today,, but our shots Just weren't falling." 
Basketball From Page 1 
out of a little steam. I thought they 
worked really hard, they try as best 
they can, I just thought fatigue 
really set in." 
Pollock found positives in her 
tried the best we could on defense, 
and defense creates offense.That's 
what we tried to do tonight." 
She identified the Gaels' 
successes shooting from the 
field as the main factor in their 
"We're extremely depleted...you get a couple fouls 
called on a certain kid, they have to sit, and we just 
don't have the numbers for that to happen." 
team's performance despite the 
loss. 
"I think we had a lot of energy 
and a lot of heart today, but Our 
shots just weren't falling," Pollock 
said. "But that's okay because we 
-Coach Cindy Fisher 
dominance. 
"They're just a team full of 
shooters," Pollock said. "So we just 
have to try our best to stop them in 
that way. Saint Mary's team overall 
was solid, so we had to figure out a 
way to stop them." 
Fisher mentioned that Saint 
Mary's performance in the post 
also played a part in their large 
margin of victory. 
"They're very, very strong 
inside," Fisher said. "Megan McKay 
and Sydney Raggio are two of 
the best posts in the conference, 
they're very strong. And we just 
didn't have an answer for them." 
TheToreros' loss moves them to 
8-16 on the year, and 1-12 in WCC 
play. Their last win came on Dec. 
31. But throughout their 31-point 
loss, both the team's starting 
lineup and bench appeared to 
be engaged in the contest, and 
showed no signs of hanging their 
available players on their roster. 
"(They're) very resilient," Fisher 
said. "They're never gonna quit, 
they try as hard as they can. You 
just get a couple things going 
against you, you get a couple fouls 
called on a certain kid, they have 
to sit, and we just don't have the 
numbers for that to happen." 
The Toreros return to the 
-Madison Pollock 
UP NEXT: 
USD vs. Santa Clara 
Thursday, Feb. 28 
6 p.m. 
Jenny Craig Pavilion 
I 
Toreros falter versus Gaels 
Early deficit proves to be too much for downtrodden USD women's basketball team to overcome 
This weekend in USD athletics 
THURSDAY: 

















USD MEN'S BASKETBALL 
vs. 
No. 4 GONZAGA 
7 P.M. 
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USD softball opens season 
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Junior right-handed pitcher Delaney Heller threw 1.2 innings for the Toreros last Saturday night, and surrendered three runs on four hits in USD's 6-2 loss. 
Anderson Haigler 
Sports Editor 
On a night that was brutally 
cold by San Diego standards, the 
University of San Diego softball 
team continued their opening 
weekend with play in the five-
team USD Softball Tournament. 
With a large crowd of 273 fans 
packed into the cozy — but also 
frigid USD Softball Complex, the 
Toreros had their eyes on their 
early offensive efforts. 
"One thing I liked tonight is 
that we got out to a lead,"McElvain 
said. "We came out strong in the 
first inning and scored two runs. 
I think that was a really good 
adjustment that we got on their 
pitcher early tonight." 
It would not be a lead that 
the Toreros would hold for long. 
In the top of the following frame. 
Heller found herself in trouble 
once again, and this time would 
"One thing I liked tonight is that we got out to a 
lead...I think that was a really good adjustment 
that we got on their pitcher early tonight." 
second win of the season in their 
nightcap versus UC Riverside. After 
scoring two runs early, though, 
poor defense and a lack of offense 
in the game's final six innings dealt 
the Toreros a 6-2 loss at the hands 
of the Highlanders. 
The game began as well as 
it could have for the Toreros, 
with junior right-handed pitcher 
Delaney Heller working her way 
out of a bases-loaded jam in the 
top of the first inning with a 3-2 
strikeout. In the bottom of the 
frame, USD got things going 
offensively after preseason All-
West Coast Conference outfielder 
Taylor Spence drew a walk on four 
straight pitches. Moments later, a 
sacrifice bunt by first-year infielder 
Rion Simms advanced the speedy 
Spence to second. An infield single 
to third base by senior shortstop 
Sara Silveyra put Toreros on the 
corners. And with a well-struck 
double to left-center field, junior 
catcher Madison Casiano got USD 
on the board, earning them an 
early 2-0 lead. USD softball head 
coach Melissa McElvain stated that 
she was happy with her team's 
-Coach Melissa McElvain 
not emerge unscathed. After a 
quick two outs on a strikeout and 
a fly out to left field, the righty 
surrendered a double on the 
first pitch she threw to outfielder 
Haylee Kela, putting a Highlander 
in scoring position for the second 
consecutive inning. She would 
advance to third on a wild pitch, 
with infielder Hannah Rodriguez 
joining her on the base paths 
several pitches later following a 
walk. Rodriguez wasted no time 
in making things happen once 
on base, drawing an errant throw 
to second from Casiano as she 
attempted to steal the base that 
allowed Kela to score. After an RBI 
single to center from utility player 
Danielle Ortega cut the USD lead to 
just 2-1, McElvain opted to replace 
Keller with sophomore righty 
Halle Kyler. She would surrender 
a game-tying RBI infield single to 
second base before retiring the 
side in the top of the second. 
Kyler appeared to settle in a bit 
after quelling UC Riverside's early 
rally, pitching a scoreless third 
inning before giving up a one-out, 
double to Rodriguez in the top 
of the fourth. After a wild pitch 
allowed Rodriguez to advance 
to third, she issued a four-pitch 
walk to Ortega. Third baseman 
Moana Pisia reached base and 
advanced Ortega to third with a 
fielder's choice on the following 
pitch, then yet another wild pitch 
allowed Ortega to score. Ortega 
wouldn't be the only runner to 
score on a wild pitch in the inning, 
however, as Pisia came around to 
score on Kyler's third wild pitch of 
the inning, making the score 5-2 in 
favor of the Highlanders. Yet again, 
the heart of the UC Riverside order 
had given the Toreros trouble with 
the aid of poor defense from USD. 
McElvain discussed her team's 
struggles on defense after the 
game. 
"We just gave up too many free 
bases," McElvain said. "We gave 
Riverside 17 baserunners. We had 
too many walks and just freebies 
and errors. I think we're playing a 
little bit too fast right now; we just 
need to slow the game down, and 
settle in. I think if we control that, 
we'll be in a much better position." 
In between the Toreros'efforts 
to shut down the Highlander 
offense, USD wasn't able to get 
much of anything of their own 
going at the plate, with junior 
right-hander Jacey Boles enjoying 
a dominant outing with the 
exception of the first inning. They 
managed just four hits through 
the final six innings, leaving six 
runners on base in the process. 
"(Boles) was a little sporadic 
early in the game," McElvain said. 
"And then she did a really nice job 
of settling in and just attacking 
the strike zone a little bit better. 
She would get ahead in early the 
count and then throw out of the 
zone. We just weren't disciplined 
enough, we were chasing a little 
bit out of the zone. She got us off-
balance." 
After surrendering one final 
run to UC Riverside in the top of 
the seventh inning, the Toreros 
failed to mount a comeback in 
the game's final inning, ultimately 
losing the nightcap of their 
Saturday doubleheader by a score 
Of 6-2. 
Things weren't all bad for 
the Toreros on the weekend, 
however. The previous night, they 
enjoyed a thrilling, 3-2 walk-off 
comeback victory over Portland 
State University, as well as a 6-3 
win in their rematch with the 
Highlanders in the final game 
of the tournament on Sunday 
Anderson Haigler/The USD Vista 
play. 
"The results aren't what we 
would like to see, but it's very 
early in the season," McElvain said. 
"We play 51 games or so on our 
schedule, and we're gonna settle 
in. We just need to slow it down a 
bit on defense. I do like this team 
a lot, I'm not too worried, there's 
just things we need to adjust, and 
things we need to work on in some 
more game-speed situations. Just 
little adjustments, and we'll be 
okay. This is a team that doesn't 
quit, and they're just gonna keep 
on fighting and I love that about 
them. I'm excited about where 
"We had too many walks and just freebies and 
errors. I think we're playing a little bit too fast right 
now; we just need to slow the game down, and 
settle in." 
afternoon, moving their record on 
the season thus far to 2-4. McElvain 
shared her early impressions of her 
team after their first weekend of 
-Coach Melissa McElvain 
we'll go from here." 
The Toreros will return 
home for the San Diego Classic 
tournament on Friday, March 1. 
Taylor Spence, Kelli Kufta, and Sara Silveyra celebrate after USD scored two runs. 
Anderson Haigler/The USD Vista 
